
The Second Coming  
 
 

“For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west,  
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.” (Matt.24:27) 

 
 
The second coming of Christ will not be an event which only a small group of people on a certain 
place on earth will witness. On the contrary, this event will catch the attention of the whole world. It 
will be the greatest happening in earth's history. 
 
 

“My Reward Is With Me” 
 
Even though many may have been deceived by false prophets and Christs, "because they did not 
receive the love of the truth" (2 Thess. 2:10), there will be no doubt when the real Christ comes in the 
clouds of heaven (Matt. 26:64). Habakkuk’s description is eloquent: "His glory covers the heavens 
and the earth was full of His praise. His brightness was like the light; He had rays flashing from His 
hands, and there His power was hidden." (Hab. 3:3-4). 
 
John got to see this event in a vision: "Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He 
who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. ... And 
the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. ... And He 
has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS." (Rev. 
19:11.14.16). 
 
Many people today avoid taking a stand when it comes to the Christian message. Still they have a 
certain belief that Jesus will return. They think that when (or if) He comes they may convert, regret all 
their sins, and give their lives to God. But then it will be too late. When Jesus comes He has already 
determined the case of every human being. The judgement which now takes place in heaven will then 
be finished. The words of Jesus to us today are: "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is 
with Me, to give to every one according to his work." (Rev. 22:12). 
 
At His first coming to this world Jesus was the "sacrificial lamb". John the Baptist testified of this 
when he said: "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29). The Son 
of God, who had not done any sin Himself, took upon Himself the sins and punishment of the whole 
world, so that we shall not have to die but have eternal life. Everyone who accepts Jesus as their 
Saviour and substitute will have part in this inheritance. The sacrificial lamb of the old Hebrew 
sanctuary service had been a symbol of this. Paul writes: "For indeed, Christ, our Passover, was 
sacrificed for us." (1 Cor. 5:7). 
 
At His second coming it will be different. "To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a 
second time, apart from sin, for salvation." (Hebr. 9:28). When Jesus returns He will not once again 
take away the sins of the world. He has already done that, the day He died on Calvary. Those who 
have chosen not to accept Him and the forgiveness and grace He has offered, will not be able to 
change their decision then. 
 
Before Jesus returns He will make sure that all people have been warned. They therefore will have 
heard about the offer of salvation, and they will have had to make a choice. Now they must harvest the 
consequence of it. Either they will get "the wages of sin [which] is death" (Rom. 6:23), or they will 
hear the words: "Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world." (Matt. 25:34). 
 



We therefore need to make our choice today. "Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your 
hearts." (Hebr. 4:7). "Seek the Lord, all you meek of the earth, who have upheld His justice. Seek 
righteousness, seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden in the day of the Lords anger." (Zeph. 
2:3). 
 
 

The Day of the Lord 
 
God has given visions to many of His prophets about what the second coming of Christ will be like. 
Joel writes: "Blow the trumpet in Zioni, and sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming, for it is at hand. ... For the day of 
the Lord is great and very terrible; who can endure it?" (Joel 2:1,11). Also the prophet Malachi was 
terrified from what he saw: "But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He 
appears? For He is like the refiner's fire and like fullers' soap..."  (Mal. 3:2) 
 
"The great day of the Lord is near; It is near and hastens quickly. The noise of the day of the Lord is 
bitter; there the mighty men shall cry out," Zephaniah writes, and he continues his description: "That 
day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of devastation and desolation, a day of 
darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet and alarm... I will 
bring distress upon men, and they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the 
Lord; their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like refuse. Neither their silver nor their 
gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord's wrath; But the whole land shall be devoured 
by the fire of His jealousy, for He will make speedy riddance of all those who dwell in the land." 
 
Therefore: "Gather yourselves together, yes, gather together, o undesirable nation, before the decree 
is issued, before the day passes like chaff, before the Lord's fierce anger comes upon you, before the 
day of the Lord's anger comes upon you.” (Zeph. 1:14-18, 2:1-2). 
 
 

He Is Coming to Judge the Earth 
 
Jesus will not come to establish an idyllic kingdom of peace on this devastated planet. He comes with 
His reward to give to every one according to their work. To them who have accepted Him this will be 
a day of joy. Finally they get to meet their Saviour and Redeemer. But to the ungodly, those who have 
chosen to ignore God's voice and His law, this will be a terrible time. To them it will be a torment to 
see the glory surrounding the throne of God’s Son, whom they denied. 
 
"And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave 
and every free man, hid themselves in the caves in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the 
mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from 
the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"" (Rev. 
6:15-17). 
 
"Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as destruction from the Almighty." 
(Joel 1:15). 
 
"Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate; 
and He will destroy its sinners from it." (Is. 13:9). 
 
Jesus Himself says: "And I will come near you for judgement; I will be a swift witness against 
sorcerers, against adulterers, against perjurers, against those who exploit wage earners and widows 
and the fatherless, and against those who turn away an alien - because they do not fear Me." (Mal. 
3:5). 
 



In the eyes of the world a person who is rich, famous or powerful is often admired and treated 
differently from a homeless, an unemployed, or an alcoholic. But it will not be like this when all 
people get their final reward. A rich murderer will get the same punishment as a poor murderer. God 
does not evaluate a person according to the principles of this world. He looks at the heart, at what is 
found inside the person. No one can use their money or position to avoid His wrath. In God's eyes sin 
is only one thing: sin. 
 
"For He is coming to judge the earth. With righteousness He shall judge the world, and the peoples 
with equity." (Psalm 98:9). 
 
"Behold, the Lord makes the earth empty and makes it waste, distorts its surface and scatters abroad 
its inhabitants. And it shall be: As with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his 
master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, 
so with the borrower; as with the creditor, so with the debtor.  
 
"The land shall be entirely emptied and utterly plundered, for the Lord has spoken this word." (Is. 
24:1-3). 
 
 

Why the Earth Is Made Waste 
 
Ever since sin came into existence there has been a battle between good and evil, between God and 
Satan. When Satan in the guise of a serpent tempted Eve and (indirectly) Adam to be disobedient to 
God, mankind came under his dominion and under the curse of sin, which is death. But God already 
had a solution, a plan of salvation, i.e. a rescue plan. Jesus would be our sin offeringii. He was to take 
upon Himself our sins and suffer the punishment (death), so that we could be free – if we choose to 
accept Him. 
 
Sin is the reason why Satan and the angels who followed him were thrown out of heaven (Rev.12:9). It 
is the reason why Adam and Eve had to leave the Garden of Eden and lost the right to eat from the tree 
of life (Gen.3:23-24). Sin is the reason for all misery we see around us today. Sin is the reason why 
Jesus had to suffer and die on the cross. 
 
God is love, and He wishes the best for all His creatures. He therefore cannot allow sin to exist for 
ever. We now see the sad result of 6000 years of sin – who could stand living under these conditions 
for ever? God has appointed a time when He will remove sin completely from the whole universe. 
That is why the earth "shall be entirely emptied" and its sinners destroyed. 
 
"Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! For what good is the day of the Lord to you? It will be 
darkness, and not light. ... Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light? Is it not very dark, with 
no brightness in it?" (Am. 5:18,20). 
 
God has done everything He could to make every person turn to Him so that they could escape His 
wrath and get part in the eternal inheritance. The sacrifice of Christ was sufficient to atone for the sins 
of the whole humanity. Do we have any reason to doubt that He really has done everything so that 
those who were bought with His own Son’s blood would repent to salvation? 
 
"Say to them, As I live, said the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live: turn you, turn you from your evil ways; for why will you die, O 
house of Israel?” (Ezek. 33:11). 
 
But God does not force anyone to accept Him. He lets every individual choose who they want to 
serve; "The King of Kings and Lord of Lords" or the lord of sin, Satan. When all people have made a 
choice, God may complete His judgement of sin. Then He may cleanse the earth from all the misery 
that has marked it much too long. 



 
"The earth mourns and fades away, the world languishes and fades away; the haughty people of the 
earth languish. The earth is also defiled under its inhabitants, because they have transgressed the 
laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenantiii. 
 
Therefore the curse has devoured the earth, and those who dwell in it are desolate. Therefore the 
inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are leftiv." (Is. 24:4-6). 
 
When Jesus returns time is out for the ungodly. They will not get another chance to repent. Their 
chance they have already wasted.  
 
"Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no on regarded, because 
you disdained all my counsel, and would have none of my reproof. ... Because they hated knowledge 
and did not choose the fear of the Lord, they would have none of my counsel and despised all my 
reproof, therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way, and be filled to the full with their own 
fancies." (Pro. 1:24,25,29-31). 
 
The earth will be laid totally waste. There will not be a single human being left. (We shall soon see 
what will happen to those who have chosen God's side in the battle.) The earth will be vigorously 
shaken. Cities and great mountains will fall down. The ocean will roar strongly, and the islands will 
give way to volcanic eruptions. 
 
"The earth is violently broken, the earth is split open, the earth is shaken exceedingly. The earth shall 
reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall totter like a hut; its transgression shall be heavy upon it, and 
it will fall, and not rise again." (Is. 24:19-20). 
 
"Clouds and darkness surround Him. ... A fire goes before Him, and burns up His enemies round 
about. His lightnings light the world, the earth sees and trembles. The mountains melt like wax at the 
presence of the Lord, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth." (Psalm 97:2-5). 
 
 

The Hope of the Faithful 
 
Those people who have chosen God's side have accepted His plan of salvation in its full sense. They 
have confessed their sins to Him and received forgiveness. They have been cleansed from all 
unrighteousness by God's grace. They have been faithful till the end, and now they are ready to spend 
an eternity together with their Saviour. 
 
Jesus has promised His followers: "I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also." (John 14:2-
3). 
 
When He returns He will therefore say to them: "Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the World: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was 
thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; 
I was sick and you visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me. ... Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me." (Matt. 25:34-36.40). 
 
Paul writes about what will happen to God's people when Jesus returns: "But I do not want you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep [i.e. those who are dead], lest you sorrow 
as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring 
with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
 
"For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of 
the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from 



heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 
 
"Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together wit them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord." (1 Thess. 4:13-17). 
 
All people who throughout history have accepted God's offer of salvation and chosen His side, will 
wake up from the sleep of death and come out of their graves when Jesus returns. Together with the 
faithful that are alive they will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. It is important to 
note that Jesus will not place His feet on the face of this planet when He returns. Thus we may also 
avoid getting deceived by the many “false Christs” walking among us. 
 
All of God's children will be caught up in the air to meet Jesus there. Then He will take them with Him 
back to heaven. Never again they will be separated from Him.  
 
"And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words." (1 
Thess. 4:17-18). 
 
 
 
                                                 
i.To blow the trumpet was a signal of getting ready for war. God uses this to illustrate how His people must wake 
up, recognize their sins, and prepare for His coming. 

ii.God gave the sanctuary service to the Israelites to teach them how the plan of salvation would work. The animal 
that had to be sacrificed when someone had sinned, was a symbol of the coming Messiah who would be sacrificed 
for the sins of the world. The innocent one had to die for the guilty one to go free. The sanctuary service therefore 
was only valid until Jesus died on the cross (see Hebr. 10:1-4 and 14). Then the shadow had faced the original, the 
type had met the antitype, and it was not necessary to make any more sacrifices. It was this law of ceremonies (the 
sanctuary service) that was abolished by the death of Christ on the cross, not the Ten Commandments! The 
Commandments were on the contrary confirmed (see Matt. 5:17). 

iii.The everlasting covenant is the covenant that God made with mankind already in the Garden of Eden. Jesus 
would die in man's place, so that we could be forgiven and be cleansed from sin. This includes what is written in 
Hebr. 8:10. Here God says that He will forgive and forget our violations of the law (which is called sin, 1 John 3.4), 
and write His law in our hearts and minds. Those people who have "broken the everlasting covenant" are, then, 
those people who would not accept God's offer of salvation. It is those who rejected God, His law and His rescue 
plan. These will have to carry their sins and their punishment themselves. 
 
iv.Unfortunately it will - as it has been all throughout history - also in the last days be a majority that rejects God 
and His law. When these die on "the day of the Lord's wrath" there will only be a small number of people that will 
not receive the punishment. These have accepted Jesus as their Savior. They have given their sins to Him and 
received the grace He has offered to cleanse them from sin. They will not be left on earth when it is made waste and 
is disorderly and chaotic, but they will be caught up in clouds to meet their Savior in the air (1 Tess. 4:16-17). 
Together with Him they will travel to Heaven where they will reign with Him for 1000 years. More about this in the 
next chapters! 


